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05 ELA Practice 8: Cumulative Review

"A Tsunami" 

A tsunami (pronounced soo-nahm-ee) is a series of huge waves. Tsunamis occur after 
an undersea disturbance, such as an earthquake or volcanic eruption. Tsunami is from 
the Japanese word for harbor wave. 

The waves may travel in the open sea as fast as 450 miles per hour. As the big waves 
approach shallow waters along the coast, they grow to a great height. Tsunami waves 
can be 100 feet tall when they smash into the shore. The risk of tsunamis is one 
reason why people should not live by the ocean. 

Hawaii is the state at greatest risk for a tsunami. They get about one a year, with a 
damaging tsunami happening about every seven years. Alaska is also at high risk. 
California, Oregon, and Washington experience a damaging tsunami about every 18 
years. 

Assessment Technology, Inc. 2007

from "A Tsunami" 

Which best describes how this text is organized?
 

A)

C)

B)

D)

1)

problem and solution

comparison and contrast

cause and effect

definition and description
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05 ELA Practice 8: Cumulative Review

from "A Tsunami" 

Which topic is discussed last in this text?
 

A)

C)

B)

D)

2)

where tsunamis are likely to hit

how fast tsunami waves can travel

how tall tsunami waves can grow

what causes tsunamis to form

2



05 ELA Practice 8: Cumulative Review

Assessment Technology, Inc. 2007

from "A Tsunami" and "Tsunami Chart" 

What words would best fill in the blank next to “Where?"
 

A)

C)

B)

D)

3)

Hawaii, Alaska, Florida, North Carolina, and South Carolina

Hawaii, Alaska, Japan, China, and Oregon

Hawaii, Alaska, California, Oregon, and Washington

Hawaii, Alaska, Oregon, Washington, and Montana

from "A Tsunami" 

What is the main idea of this text?
 

A)

C)

B)

D)

4)

Tsunamis are dangerous natural events.

Hawaii is at great risk for a tsunami.

Tsunamis are great for surfing. 

Some states can protect against tsunamis.
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05 ELA Practice 8: Cumulative Review

from "A Tsunami" 

Which is the best summary of this text?
 

A)

C)

B)

D)

5)

A tsunami is a huge wave that is caused by undersea distrubances such as 
an earthquake or volcanic eruption. A tsunami is one reason that people 
should not live near the ocean beaches. People that live in Alaska and 
Hawaii are at the highest risk of experiencing a damaging tsunami wave.

A tsunami is a Japanese wave that comes into the harbors at over 100 
miles an hour. It is very dangerous to live on the coast because of the risk 
of tsunamis. If you live in Hawaii, Alaska, California, Washington, or 
Oregon, you should watch out for a damaging tsunami, which can come 
every seven years.

A tsunami is a huge wave up to 100 feet tall that travels across the ocean 
at high speeds and crashes into land. Tsunamis are caused by undersea 
volcanoes and earthquakes. Hawaii is hit by a tsunami every year, and 
states along the United States' west coast are also at risk for damaging 
tsunamis.

A tsunami is a Japanese harbor wave that travels as fast as 450 miles per 
hour and can be as tall as 100 feet. It is caused by underwater disturbances 
such as volcanic eruptions and earthquakes. Hawaii is the most dangerous 
state to live in because it gets hit by a damaging tsunami every year.

from "A Tsunami" 

Which statement is supported by the text?
 

A)

C)

B)

D)

6)

Tsunamis have happened in Japan.

Earthquakes and volcanoes cause less damage than a tsunami.

Earthquakes and volcanoes on land can cause a tsunami.

Tsunamis can only happen in harbors.
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"Emily" 

Emily was very glad the new school was opening. Many people had moved into Emily's 
neighborhood. There were too many students to fit in the old school. Students who had 
been there for four years would stay at the old school. Students who had been there 
less than four years got to go to the new school. 

Emily knew that some of her best friends would be staying at the old school. She hoped 
that she would continue to see these friends after school and on the weekends. She 
worried that she might lose touch with them because they went to a different school. As 
she walked to the new school on the first day that it was open, she could feel the 
butterflies in her stomach. 

The school was so new that it looked strange. The playground equipment was fire-
engine red and the grass so green it looked fake. The parking lot was black and almost 
shiny, and the school itself, a pinkish-beige, seemed to shimmer in the early morning 
light. Emily took a deep breath, let it out, and forced herself to walk toward the groups 
of children. She did not see a single person she recognized. She could feel her hands 
shaking slightly, but she put a smile on her face. "The way to make a friend is to be a 
friend," her grandmother often said. Emily walked up to a girl standing alone near the 
school doors. "I'm Emily," she said. "What's your name?" 

Assessment Technology, Inc. 2004

from "Emily" 

What is one of the themes of this story? 
 

A)

C)

B)

D)

7)

School is sometimes too crowded.

Change can be harmful.

Change can be good.

School is sometimes too loud.
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from "Emily" 

What is the main conflict?
 

A)

C)

B)

D)

8)

Emily is afraid that school will be too difficult.

Emily is excited, but nervous about attending a new school.

Emily is excited, but all of her friends think she should not be.

Emily is afraid that she will be late to school.

from "Emily"

Read the sentence.

"She worried that she might lose touch with them because they went to a different 
school."

What does "lose touch with them" most likely mean in this sentence?
 

A)

C)

B)

D)

9)

become enemies

not play together anymore

not remember each other's names

move away from each other
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Which of the following sentences is an example of literal language?
 

A)

C)

B)

D)

10)

I was walking on air after I made the soccer team.

The giant was as graceful as a hippopotamus. 

She was so happy that she could not stop smiling. 

The powerful ocean roared like a lion.
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